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Selected from an English Publication, 


OF REASON. 


Reason is he only guide given to men in the state of | 
nature, to find out the will “Of God, and the means of 
self-preservation. The senses are its subordinate in- | 
struments and spies; they bring it intelligence; and it | 
forms a judgment, and takes measures, according to | 
the discoveries Which they make. It compares things | 
one with another, and chooses them, if they are good ; 
or neglects them, if they are indifferent ; or shuns them 
if they are bad. It discovers a first cause, the maker, 
contriver, and preserver of all things ; and therefore it 
teaches submission to his will, admiration of his wis- 
dom and power and thankfulness for his goodness and 
mercy. It distinguishes subjects from slaves; and 
shews the loveliness of liberty, and the vileness of vas- 
salage ; it shews that, as to political privileges, all men 
are horn equal; and consequently, that he who is no 
better than others, can have no right to command oth- 
ers, who are as good as himself; unless for the ends of 
their own interest and safety, they confer that right 
upon him, during their good pleasure, or his good be- 





haviour. 

Reason has invented all science, pointed out all com- 
merce, and framed all schemes for social happiness.— 
It has polished mankind, set the Greeks above the bar- 
barians, and the Romans above the Greeks. It has 
been observed, in praise of its great power and excel- 
lency, by a celebrated moralist, that we have not sufi- 
cient strength to follow our reason as far as it would 
si arry us. 

To reason we are beholden for all the comforts and 
conveniencies of life, next after the first author of them ; 
and for our defence against the assaults of beasts of 


prey, and of one another; and for our shelter from the 


scorching us, according to the different seasons of the 


year. The earth, with all its abundance affords but | 
rude and unpleasing entertainment, without the dex- | 


terity and refinements of reason. Thus, even the gifts 
of nature, before they arrive at us, and are made fit 


for our use, become also the gifts of reason. Without | 


reason, we had lived like the brute creation, upon raw 
frnit, tasteless herbs, aud the cold spring ; or exposed 
to the merciless jaws of famine, when a severe winter 
had frozen up the stores of the earth, and locked the 
waters under ice. 


Reason checks tumultuous passion, the greatest ene- | 
ny to the peace of the mind, and to the peace of; 


society. Hence it has been observed, by the same 
moralist, that all our rational pursuits are temperate | 
pursuits ; and that what we pursue with reason, we 


never pursue with violence. Reason subdues anger, | 


and prevents cruelty; it makes a man less fierce than | 
a lion, and less ravenous thanabear. It is not human 
shape, but human reason, that places a man above the 
beasts of the field, and lifts him into a resemblance 
wii® God himself. Hence he is justly stiled divine 
partieu'n cure; a ray, or impulse of the divinity.— 
And, in what sense can a man be said to be made after 
the image of God, unless by his possessing that reason, 
Which is a divine particle of the Godhead? We re- 
semble not our Maker in person or complexion; and 


therefore can only resemble him in reason, and in mer- 
CY, Which is the child of this divine reason. 

- . | 

Were we not rational creatures, we could not be re- 


“Wsious creatures, but upon a level with brutes, to 


| derfulness of his works. It must judge o revelation 


system ! 


whom God has made no revelation of himself, because 
they want reason t6 discern it, and to thank him for it, 
Revelation therefore presupposes reason; and addres- 
ses itself to reason; and God himself, by persuading 
us,as he does in his word, by the voice of reason, ap- 
peals to our reason. We cannot glorify God but with 
our understandings ; and we are cofivinced of his good- 
ness before we adore it. To praise him, #ithout rea- 
/son, is a contradiction, and an imposgibility. ‘The de- 
yotion whicirhe requires must be free, rational and wil- 
ling ; and where it is not so, it is folly or hypocrisy. 

Nor is there any opposition between reason and grace, 
whatever some may weakly or dishonestly, maintain. 
In truth, grace is never given, but where reason was al- 
ready given; and the former cannot subsist, where the 
latter does not. We may have worldly wisdom with- 
out piety ; but cannot possess piety without under- 
standing ; nor does grace, though given in the greatest 
abundance, at all supply the ordinary offices of reason. 
We do not find that St. Luke was a better physician, 
for having written a gospel; or St. Paul a better sailor, 
or better tent-maker, for being anapostle. But neith- 
er could St. Luke have been an evangelist, nor St. 
Paul an apostle, unless God had given them reason as 
well as grace. Indeed they are both the gifts of God ; 
only the one is ordinary, and the other is extraordinary. 

Reason, even without the light of revelation, teaches 
us to investigate nature, and praise God for the won- 


itself, what is so, and what not ; and of the words and 
language, in which the holy oracles were at first con. 
| veyed; and of the words and language into which they 
were aiterwards translated. Now words, many of 





them, being obscure or equivocal, and signifying differ- 
ent things to diife:cut men, it is left to our reason to 
determine, in What sense these words are to be under- 
stood. ‘ihe spirit of God has invented for us no new 
inclemencies of uncertain weather, freezing us, or | #€%, oF such as carry in their sound certain and de- 
‘fermmate ideas, which canuot be mistaken, but must 
infallibly be the same to every man. 

By the light cf reason, we see about us. It warns us 
against crait, and arms us against force ; and the same 





reason, Which commands us to believe in God implicit- 


trust to no man without inquiry, and to submit to no 


ly, and obey him passively, does also command us - 


coran, but by our reason? How do we detect the im- 


pudent and senseless doctrine of transubstantiation, - 


but by our sense and reason? Why did we, or how 
could we, leave popery, and embrace the reformation, 


but because our own private reason told us ; and scrip-- 


ture, of which we made ourselves the judges, told us; 
that we left slavery, falsehood, and cruelty, for truth, 
freedom and innocence? How did our Saviour prove 


himself the Son of God, but by miracles, which every 


eye saw, and every ear heard? He appealed to the 
sense and reason of mankind; and all were convinced. 
How do we know the scriptures to be the word of God, 
but by the deductions and information of reason? How 
can we prove our own church, as by law established, 
to be the purest and best constituted church in the 
world, but by the testimony of impartial, disinterested 
reason? For, it is plain, from the great number of 
gain-sayers, and arians, that her genuine sons have not 
the miraculous gift of inspiring, from above, all men 
with their own orthodox sentiments. How can we dis- 
tinguish religion from enthusiasm ; grace from super- 
stition; faith from credulity; the love of the church 
from the love of power; and the authority of God from 
the impositions of men; but by reason, or by the scrip- 
ture, interpreted by reason? 

In short, all who are friends to truth, are friends to 
reason, the discoverer and champion of truth; and 
none are foes to reason, but those who have truth and 
reason for their foes. He, who has dark purposes to 
serve, must use dark means: light would discover him, 
and reason expose him: he must endeavor to shut out 
both; and make them look frightful, by giving them 
ill names; for farther than names the vulgar inquire 
not. 

From this cause, religion and liberty flourish, where 
reason and knowledge are encouraged ; and wherever 
the latter are stifled, the former are extinguished. In 
Turkey, printing is forbid, inquiry is dangerous, and 
free-speaking is capital ; because they are all inconsis- 
tent with the Mahometanism by law established.— 
Hence it comes to pass, that the wretched ‘lurks are 
all stupidly ignorant, are all slaves, all infidels. Nor 
have the papists much advantage to boast above the 
Mahometans. Their guides and governors lock up from 
them the scripture, which is the book of knowledge : 


man without cause. Thus, what is our duty in rela-| they teach them, that ignorance is the mother of devo- 
tion to God, would be madness in relation to one anoth-/| tion: they banish liberty, they brow-beat reason, they 


er: the good God cannot deceive us; but men who, 


| have pride, folly, and interest, all conspiring to de- 


ceive themselves and others. 

Our first attempt to make converts, is an appeal to 
| their reason, by which they are to judge for themselves 
‘of the reasonableness of our religion, and of the argu- | 
| ments which we bring for the defence and recommen- 
dation of our religion ; which method would be ex- 
ceedingly absurd and dishonest, if we did not suffer’ 
‘them to judge of our religion with the same freedom, | 
‘after they are come into it, as they did before they em- 
braced it. This would be trepanning one’s reason into | 
captivity, with its own assistance; first to make use of 
it, and then to vote it useless: a strange inconsistent 
piece of treachery, and a flat contradiction to that lib- 
erty with which Christ has made us free! As if we 
were to receive any system upon the grounds of rea- 
son, without which it can never be sincerely received, 





and then to reject our reason upon the grounds of our 


Pray, how do we distinguish the beauty and truth of! 
the gospel, from the iinposture and absurdity of the al- 


persecute truth. In consequence of all which, the de- 
luded voiaries of the Romish church are ignorant as 
the Mahometans, as great slaves, greater idolaters, and 
greater persecutors; that is, in barbarity they exceed 


‘the ‘Furks, who in barbarity exceed most others. 


Here, in Fngland, why are we so free, why protes- 
tants; but because we are guided by reason, and judge 
‘for ourselves? And none amongst us complain of the 
liberty of the press, or the growth of free-thinking, but 
| those who would found a dominion upon stupidity and 
persecution. Vile and woful is that =o which must 
be supported by ignorance and misery! And yet there 


‘are those in Great Britain, who, though they wear a- 


holy and venerable livery, yet have the boldness and 
blasphemy to christen that impious cause, the cause of 
God and of his church. 

To conclude ; scripture, and reason, without which 
scripture can have no effect, are the ouly tests of every 
falsehood and imposture, and every aon nm. Sup- 


i! pose. for example,'a reverend doctor is touched with 
I 


an odd zeal for bowing to the east; he onght to con- 


vince my reason that bowing to the east is eujcined ix 
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scripture, before he enjoins me to bow also. if he say, 
that it is enjoined by the authority of the church ; he 


then must satisfy my reason, that the scripture teaches 


the church to teach her members to make bows. If he 


answer, that neither does the scripture teach to bow to, 


the east, but that the,church thinks bowing decent and 
edifying ; he must then prove, by rational evidence, 
that what every church thinks decent isa duty. Ifhe 
reply, that this is only true of the one orthodox 
church; then he must prove that his church is the sole 
orthodox church, according to the rules of the gospel. 
And if the doctor cannot do this to my satisfaction, 
then there wil! be an end to his argument for his eccle- 
siastical bowings. 

- As we must judge from scripture what is orthodoxy ; 
so we must judge from reason, what is scripture. 


MINUTES 
of the 
SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIFERSALISTS. 


The Ministers and Delegates composing the South- 
ern Association, convened according to adjournment at 
the house of Br. Thomas G. Farnsworth, in Stafford, 
Con. on Tuesday the 10th of June, 1823. Commene- 
ed the labors of the Session by uniting in solemn and 
fervent prayer with Br. David Pickering. 

Br. Hosea Ballou, Moderator. 

Br. Richard Carrique, Clerk. 

Received a request from the Societies recently form- 
ed in Hanson, and Wilbraham, Mass. to be admitted 
into fellowship with the societies forming this Associa- 
tion; which request was granted. 

Appointed Brs. Richard Carrique, John Bisbe, jun. 
and David Pickering, a committee to receive requests | 
for Ordination, or letters of fellowship, and to make re- 
port thereon to the Association. 

Closed the business of the evening with prayer by 
Br. J. Bisbe. 

Wednesday morning & o’clock, assembled agreeable 
to the adjournment of last evening at the house of Br. 
Jasper Hyde; and commenced the business of the As- 
sociation, by seeking the divine favor and blessing.— 
Prayer by Br. Thomas Whittemore. 

Aitended to the arrangement of the public services. 





Morning Service. 
Introductory Prayer by Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. 
Sermon by Br. Jacob Frieze,—1 John iv. 8, “* God 
is Love.” 
Concluding Prayer by Br. Thomas Whittemore. 
Aflernoon Service. 


Introductory Prayer by Br. Paul Dean. 

Sermon by Br. D. Pickering,—text Psalm xii. 11, 
** Hope thou in God.” 

Concluding Prayer by Br. Zelotes Fuller. 


Evening Service. 


Introductory Prayer by Br. John Bisbe. 

Sermon by Br. T. Whittemore,—text Acts xxviii. 22, 
‘* But we desire to hear of thee, what thou thinkest ; 
for concerning this sect we know that every where it is 
spoken against.”? 

Concluding Prayer by Br. T. G. Farnsworth. 

Convened in Council, and having attended to busi- 
ness of a general nature, closed by uniting in prayer 
with Br. Paul Dean. 

Thursday morning the council assembled at 8 o'clock. 
Br. J. Flagg addressed the throne of grace, beseeching 


the Father of mercies to grant his blessing on our 
tabors. 


The committee appointed to receive requests for Or- 


dination or letters of fellowship, reported that they had | Creature wich is in heaven and on earth, and under 
-eceived a request from Br. Z. Fuller for Ordination, | the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are 
‘ from Brs. Lucius R. Paige and William Morse for | i them shall join in one anthem of grateful praise ; 

: of fellowship, and recommended that the same | singing in the spirit of koly and sincere affection : Bless- 


ily granted, 


The attention of the association was then called to 
‘ the consideration of two communications published in 
the Christian Repository for December, 1822—entitled 
an “ Appeal to the World”—and a ‘ Declaration,” 
having for their authors certain Brethren in fellowship 
with this association; which communications indicate 
a breach of fellowship, and are injurious to the good 
feelings, and harmony which ought ever to prevail 
among brethren engaged in one cause, having for the 
end of their labors, the cultivation of the moral and so- 
cial virtues; the liberation of the human mind from 
prejudice and bigotry ; and the production in the heart 
_of the spirit of benevolence, philosophy, and love. 


| Voted, That the said ** Appeal” and *“ Declaration” 


be referred to a committee of three, for their examina- 
tion; and that they report what notice this Associa- 
tion ought to take of the same. Brs. R. Carrique, J. 


Bisbe, and J. Frieze, were appointed on this com- 
mittee. 


Public Service Thursday Morning. 
Introductory Prayer by Br. D. Pickering. 
Sermon by Br. J. Bisbe,—text, Acts xix. 23, “*‘Whom 

therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare | unto 
you.” 
Concluding Prayer by Br. H. Ballou, 2d. 
Ordination Services. 
Introductory Prayer by Br. R. Carrique. 
Sermon by Br. H. Ballou,—text 2 Cor. iv. 5. 


and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.” 
Consecrating Prayer by Br. J. Flagg. 


* For: 
| 
we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, ! 


ing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto Him 
sitteth upon the throue, and unto the Lamb forever ang 
ever. 

beLoveD BaeTuren,—It has pleased the Lord of 
the harvest to strengthen the hands of his se 
whom He has called to the work of the gospel mi 
by granting them the pleasing satisfaction of 
their labors effective of much good, in liberati 
mind from the bondage of superstition hae e 
removing the dark cloud of ignorance, which has 
separated men from their God; and @ i 
through the knowledge of the truth to look unto the 
Creator of all things, as their FATHER and friend, re. 
lying on his promises, and trusting in his goodness and 
mercy. 


, 


A goodly number of brethren, united in one rarrg 
and one HoPE, were indulged with the opportunity of 
meeting together, to consult on those measures best 
calculated to promote the cause of righteousness and 
truth ; to give energy to them who labor in the vineyard 
of the gospel; and strength to those who having te- 
ceived the testimony of God's universal benevolence, 
rejoice to behold the Captain of their salvation, going 
forth a victorious conqueror, subduing all things unto 
himself; causing the light of divine truth, to beam up- 
on the understanding, and the spirit of heaven-bora 
charity to take possession of the hearts of men, 


‘The labors of the session were rendered truly encour- 
aging to those, who are called, like the apostle of the 
Lamb, to labor and suffer reproach for belicving in the 
living God, who is the Saviour of all men, by learning 





Charge by Br. R. Carrique. 


Br. H. Ballou, 2d. 

The committee to whom was referred the considera- | 
tion of the ** Appeal” and * Declaration,’? made the | 
following report which was adopted by the unanimous | 
vote of the members of the Association.* 

This Association cousiders it expedient to express | 
this public disapprobation of a DrcLARATION, and an! 
ApPEAL which appeared in the Christian Repository | 
for December, 1822, as they tend to dissolve the bonds | 
of union, by manifesting a disposition in their authors — 


to deprive us of the name and character of christian 
ministers, 


Voted, That Brs. Carrique, Bisbe, and Frieze be a 
committee to write to the brethren who are the authors | 
of the Appeal & Declaration and make known to them } 
the views entertained by this Association of said com- 
munications. 

Voted, That Br. R. Carrique prepare the Minutes of . 
the proceedings of this Association, and accompany the | 
same with a Circular Letter; and that he be request- 
ed to publish the saine in the RELIGious INavIRER, 
printed in Hartford, Con. 

Voted, That the next Association be held in Milford, 
Mass. on the second Wednesday and ‘Thursday in De-' 
cember next. Closed the business of the Session unit- 
ing in praise and thanksgiving with Br. H. Ballou. 

HOSEA BALLOU, Moderator. 

Ricuwarp Carriavk, Clerk. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


The Ministers and Messengers composing the South- | 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


from each other the prosperous state of the churches 


| al ° ° : . - — 2 
Right hand of fellowship and concluding prayer Or a - er _— ee Aare ” 
ear of their goodly order, their unanimity, harmony 


and peace: their continued increase in numbers, in 
faith, and in love. We hari the satisfaction of receiv- 
ing two new societies into fellowship, and also of grant- 
ing letters to two young brethren, who have renounced 
the traditions of men; received the gospel of the 
Lord Jesus in its purity and simplicity, unshackled 
with creeds or human inventions; and, who have 
come forward in behalf of their divine Master, declar- 
ing that ** God is in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.” The 
high recommendation we received of the moral recti- 
tude, humility and talents of our young brethren, in- 
duces us to believe they will be faithful and useful ia 
the gospel ministry, and to bid them welcome to the 
joys and pleasures, the trials, crosses, and persecutions 
which in common with us they will have to encounter 
and pass through. In the midst of trials they will re- 
member that the master who.n they serve, endured the 
bitter persecutions aud revilings of men, and notified 
his servants that they would experience the same. 


The grace of our God, will, however, be found sufli- 


cient to support in the midst of trials, and the spirit of 
universal love, wil! enable them manfully to fight the 
good fight of faith, aud in meekness to endeavor to in- 
struct those, who through ignorance oppose themselves 
to the gospel of Christ. 


The Father of our spirits siniled upon us during the 
session, granting usa large and attentive audience; 
giving animation and zeal to those engaged in the 


songs of the temple; and wisdom and energy to his” 


servants, who enjoyed the happy lot of administering 


ern Association, united in christian fellowship, and en- the bread and waters of life, feeding the flock of Ged 
joying that hope of eternal life, ‘“* which God that can- | with the heavenly manna; and refreshing the thirety 
not lie promised before the world began,” send chris- 


. soul from the pure chrystal stream of eternal life. Our 
tian salutation to their brethren possessing like pre- 


; re- hearts burned within us when the messengers of peace 
cious faith, and who relying on the word of promise, declared from the divine word, that ‘ God is Levé, 


and believing all things written in the law and the pro- and shewed, in the demonstration of the spirit, that 





phets, look forward with joy and gladness; beholding ‘the Lord is good, impartially good to all his creatures, 
with the EY of faith, that glorious period, when every . and that his tender mercies are over all the works of 


jhis hands. Believing that God loved us even when 
we were dead in sins, and has promised us life in his 
‘Son, which promise is confirmed by the oath of Jeho- 
vah, we were persuaded to flee for refuge to lay hold 
on the hope set before us. ‘To Lope in God, and to 





* Br. P. Dean had returned to Boston. 
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enjoy all that consolation, peace, and rest, which is the 
effect of confidence in the divine word of our heavenly 
Father. And as the believers in that Gospel which 
God preached to Abraham, saying, “in thee shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed ;” being turned 
every one from his iniquities, are every where spoken 
against, we were invited to enter into a careful exam- 
jnation of the doctrine, as taught by the apostles and 

imitive christians, and the reception they met with 
from the opposers of the gospel. It was ascertained, 
that the apostles were every where spoken against, 
persecuted, ifl-treated, their preaching misrepresent- 
ed, and themselves represented as disturbers of the 
peace, and the corruptors of the morals of mankind. 
But even in that age of prejudice and darkness, there 
were some found whose honesty and love of truth in- 
duced them to inquire of the apostels themselves, re- 
specting the doctrines they taught. From this fact the 
following usefal lesson was impressed upon the mind, 
that the best and surest way to obtain a correct know- 
ledge of the sentiments embraced by any particular 
cect of inen, is to go to them for information, and not: 
to the enemies and opposers of their sentiments, who} 
from sinister motives might be induced grossly to mis- | 
represent their system of faith; which in the most , 





clear and lucid manner was shown to be the case, 
with thoseswho oppose the doctrine of universal be- 
nevolence, who most cruelly and wickedly misrepre- | 
sent the doctrine ; and say, that we bélieve in certain. 
things, which we condemn and reject, as inconsistent 
and absurd. | 

Fully persuaded, that iniquity abounds with many : 
who verily believe, that by opposing those who differ } 
from them in religious sentiments, they are doing God 
service, and who have adojrzed the popish doctrine, 
that the end sanctifies the means; our minds were 
prepared to enter into the investigation of the causes, | 
which produced those effects. 


It was shown by con-, 
Vincing and incontrovertible proof, that men inall aves 
have endeavored to imitate the God whom they wor- 
shiped, aud that the characters of men were generally 
formed, according to the views they entertained of 
their God. 


ereign tyrant, implacable and crucl; revengeful, pas- 


When men behotd the Almighty as a sov- 


tionate, and unjust; deceiving his offspring with pro-| 
5 ex! 
pressing a williaguess that all men should be saved, 
while he has a secret, dctermined, and irrevocable wit.t., | 


mises of life, when he means their eternal ruin ; 





that a certain portion shall suffer his wrath for ever, ' 
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long happily existed ; to give the enemy an opportuni- 
ty for triumph ; and to wound the feelings of the lovers 
of truth and righteousness. We earnestly hope, and 
indulge ourselves in the belief, that the cloud which 
has interrupted our felicity will be but transient and of 
momentary duration. That the ali piercing rays of the 
sun of LOVE will dissolve the cloud, and that the spirit 
of divine benevolence, and fraternal affection will dis- 
perse every deleterious particle, that poisons the cup of 
blessing, and destroys fellowship among brethren. We 
beseech you brethren, believers with us in the faith of 
Abraham, in the name of the God and Father of our 
spirits, that ye live together in love. Let no trifling 
peculiarities of religious opinion break your fellowship 
for one another. While each one considers it his privi- 
lege and right to think for himself on the important 
concerns of religion, and to determine according to the 
evidences he receives from the divine testimony as to 
points of doctrine: yet let each consider, that others 
enjoy the same privileges in common with himself, 
Let us then as believers in the ultimate restitution of 
all things (or all men) to holiness and happiness, obey 
the golden rule, by doing unto others, as we would 
that they should do unto us. Let the divine and glo- 
rious hope of meeting each other, and the whole family 


‘of mankind, in the kingdom of peace and eternal en- 
‘joyment, keep alive in our hearts the power of love, 


unite us in all the energies of brotherly affection, and 
enable us to live in fellowship, and in the faithful dis- 
charge of every moral obligation: that we may put to 


silence the gainsaying of the enemy; and as laborers 


together in one common cause, spread the joyful ti- 
dings of peace and salvation among the children of men, 
gladdeuing their hearts with the hope of eternal life. 
Brethren we commend you to God, and the word of 
his grace ; devoutly praying, that you may adorn the 


i dectrine of God our Saviour by well ordered lives aud 
‘conversation; that you may enjoy divine Consolation 
.iu the hour of death, and at last be received into 
‘owlory. 

o . 


Per Order, 
R. CARRIQUE. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Orthodoxy versus Universalism. 


The case of Orthodoxy versus Universalism has been 
tried before the court of Common Sense, of which chief 


and ever; they being transformed into the image of justice, ‘l'nura is judge, ‘This trial has produced con- 


their God, practise those crueclties and decertions, | 
which they suppose him to perform towards men; and! 
consider themselves as possessing all religion and pies | 
ty, while they are violating all those heavenly virtues 
contained iu the religion of Jesus. 

Our public services closed with the solemn and im- 
portant services of ordaining, and setting apart a bro- 
ther to the important duties of the gospel ministry. 
The candidate, and his brother laborers in the vineyard 
of God, were sensibly impressed with the truth of the 
declaration, made by St. Paul, that we ought not to 
preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; aad to 
Consider ourselves as the servants of the people for Je- 
sus’ sake. That we ought ever to preach Christ, as he 
was preached by the prophets of old. As the proimi- 
td seed, in Whom all the families of the earth shall 
be blessed. As the finisher of sin ; the bruiser of the 
serpent’s head; and as the King of Zion, who must | 
reign until he hath subdued all things unto himself, and 
reconciled all things to God. ‘That we preack Jesus | 
as he preached himself; the Way, the truth, and the 
fe. The Saviour of the world, and the RESTORER of 
men to holiness and happiness. 

In the midst of our joys, we found cause for regret 
uard heart-felt sorrow, being called upon to notice cer- 
tain publications, laid before the public by brethren in 
the fellowship of this association, which, we fear, has 
% tendency to dissolve the bond of un ion, which haz so 








siderable excitement in the public mind. Many were 
in favor or Orthodoxy, some of Universalism, and some 
were in favor of neither, which hast supposed that both 
would be condemned by the Court. It excited no 
small degree of risibility in many to see in what a di- 
lemma Orthodoxy had been thrown. For a long time 
she had no one to dispute her claims, though many pro- 
bably doubted them; but this was not certain, few, if 
any, having made their doubts known, some being kept 
back by fear, some by interest, and some by a love of 
popularity. And when even some very few ventured 
to dispute them, she had a sovereign remedy for this 
ev’! in chains and faggots. Without giving any reason 
for her strange conduct, Orthodoxy continually endea- 
vored to avoid a trial, and yet, although accused of it, 
would not allow that she was afraid or ashamed to be 
examined. And what went against her, as an evi- 
dence that her influence in society was not good was, 
her friends never discussed the justice of her claims 
with a good temper and spirit, notwithstanding they 
always declared that she had regenerated them. At 
length the time came when people grew wiser and bol- 
der, and when Or:hodoxy’s means of compelling them 
to respect her were very much lessened in number and 
efficacy. It is true, at this time she kept up her old 


cry about flames and burning, &c. but having transfer- 
red the scene of her cruelties from this to a future state, 
and people believing that her accounts of them there 





were merely imaginary, the respect which she 
ed was comparatively nothing to that which she had in 
the 15th and 16th centuries. Universalism, who lived 
in the days of the apostles, and whose interest was by 
them continually watched with anxiety and prudence, 
having lately rescued herself from oppression, and 
emerged from the darkness with which she had been 
enveloped, attracting with her beauty the gaze of al] 
the multitude, the envy of many, and the affection of 
some, boldly disputed the claims of Orthodoxy to Truth. 
She was possessed ofa desire to “ vindicate the ways of 
God to man; she was unmoved by the stories of an 
endless hell which Orthodoxy had told; she ventured 
to examine even what Orthodoxy regarded as her 
sancium sanclorum, viz. her creed and its mysteries ; 
she exploded them, and shewed to the astonished, 
doubting, hoping public, that this creed was blasphe- 
my, and that these mysteries were the mysteries of ini- 
quity. 

The time for the trial had firalty come. Orthodoxy 
refused to be tried before the court of Common Sense. 
She said it was carnal ; that it was opposed to God, and 
that she was not amenable to it ;—that it received not 
the things of the spirit of God, for they were foolishness 
unto it; neither could it know them, because they were 
spiritually discerned ; and much more like this was she 
heard to say. The Court said that it strove to be en- 
lightened and meant to be governed by that wisdom 
which is from above, which is full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. The 
multitudes of spectators which had assembled, cried 
several times, “ proceed with the trial,’—‘* proceed 
with the trial.”’ Orthodexy looked pale, trembled ex- 
ceedingly, and many thought she was about to be visit- 
ed with a spasmodic affection of no ordinary character. 
Her mind was evidently in a very perturbed state. She 
arose, and leaning against the seat on which she had 
set, and taking hold of the hand ofone of her faithful vo- 
taries, she said, with a faultering voice, that she had al- 
ways been willing to abide the decision of the Hon. 
Court, and immediately begun .to prefer compla nts a- 
gainst Universalism. ‘The Court seeing her unhappy 
situation, and finding that she was averse to being the 
defendant. after gaining the consent of the other party, 
put them both into the bar together, the former to state 
her objections to Universalism, which were candidly to 
be answered. ‘The court inquired if the parties had 
obtained their council. Universalism informed the 





‘Court that Reason, an eminent counselor, had volun- 
‘tarily offered his services on this occasion, as council 
‘for her, and the Court being well acquainted with him 
‘received him as such; but as orthodoxy would not 
| have any gentleman that the Court would accept as 
‘her council, she concluded to conduct her part herself. 
‘There was now a breathless silence, save a noise 
which Orthodoxy made by turning over the leaves oj 
some old books which she now was observed to have, 
among which were seen the writings of Edwards, 
Strong, &c. She soon arose, with a pamphlet in her 
(hand, which was recoguized to have been written by a 
Mr. Haynes, (mulatto man who lived in the town of 
West-Kutland, Vt. and with a wild eye fixed on this 
she declared, that ‘* Universalism is a deviiish doc- 
trine,” and then she gazed upon her antagonist at the 
other end of the bar. 9 


Reason arose, with the Bible in kis hand, and said, 
Orthodoxy is precipitate. She ought to prove tha! 
Universalism is not a scripture doctrine, before she says 
that it is devilish. She well knows that Univerealicts 
contend that this book, (pointing to that which he held 
in his hand) teaches the doctrine which they believe. 
She has assumed what should be the point of dis- 
cussion, 

Orthodoxy. 1 should like to know what they find in 
the Bible to prove their coctrime. 

Reason. Please your honor, Judge, | offer the ex- 
pression of Paul—yiz. ** God will have all men to be 
saved.” 
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Orthodoxy. A man must be # novice to think that 
that expression gives any support to the licentious doc- 
trine of Universalism. ‘This, your honor, has no rela- 
tion to God’s decretive will: it is merely an express- 
ion of his benevolence. His secret will, his absolute 
determination is, that the non-elect shail be eternally 
damned. 

Reason. This we have heard, your honor, many 
‘imes before; but we have never been satisfied that it 
ie true, It is said that Paul alluded to God's revealed 
will, but that his secret will is something entirely 
different. 
ot two wills. If he have, why do we read that 
“he is in one mind, who can tum him?” Why are the 


double minded exhorted to purify their hearts? But if 


one of these wills be secret, how did Orthodoxy obtain 
| knowledge of it? Hfit be a secret because no one 
knows it but she, has she not sinned wilfully in reveal- 
ing it? Is it safe to trust her with secrets? Is it in fact 
discreet? Is it not accusing God of duplicity to say that 
he has revealed that as his will which is not in reality? 


We contend, your honor, that God has, 
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Orthodoxy. - The old world was drowned ; but it was | its sentence in favor of Universalism. It is an ertot 
‘for Adam’s sin; for it was one of the miseries of this ; and should be put down. ' 
‘life. Sodom and Gomorrha were burned; but for Ad- Orthodoxy now withdrew, followed by a few peo oe 
‘am's sin. Koroh, Dathan, and Abiram were swallow- dressed in black, who had vowed to support her right 
ed up in the earth, but for Adam’s sin. When the or wrong. ‘The spectators manifested by their counte. 

cock crew, and Peter repented and wept ; when Judas | nances that they had been much affected by the last 
| repented and died, it must have been for Adam’s sin; | address of Reason to the Judge. The Judge arose, the 
‘for all these things are the miseries of this life. And people uncovered, and he thus addressed himself to 
if these all should go to hell to remain forever, their ;} Reason :— , 
‘own sins would not be punished. But Orthodoxy does| Ihave heard with a mixture of pleasure and pain 
‘not believe that Adam’s sin will be punished; for al- the subjects which have been discussed. Of pleasure, 
though she tells us that if all men suflered the pains of | to see that you have conducted with propriety, to find 





‘hell forever, it would be but a just punishment for Ad- | that your arguments have been perspicuous and con. 
am’s sin, yet she holds forth through the instrumental- | clusive—of pain, to see into what a dilemma many 
ity of her clergy that ithe whole will not thus suffer, | otherwise good men are brought by an improper deyo- 
land that God determined they never should. So we | tion to popular theology. The cause you have adyo« 
contend that her doctrine is that sin will not be pun- ;cated is just, immovable ; you have my Opinion in its 
ished. favor. Let Universalists treat their opponents with 

Orthodory. This, your honour, is all sophistry. lenity and tenderness, remembering that “a soft an. 
Now I can see perfectly well, how every man’s sins swer turned away wrath.” When the eyes of these 
can be punisheJ, and yet my doctrine in the catechism | opponents are opened, they will be ashamed of the 
betrue. I compare spiritual things with spiritual ; bul | course of conduct which they now pursue. Let Uni- 


Can we suppose that he would wish to deceive his— 

Orthedory. (With angry looks.) Your honor, this 
is carnal reason; it is blasphemy. Reason is 0. j ose: 
to rifal religion. 1 am astonished. It—How—When 
—hem—h-e-m. How unreasonably my antagonist 
talks, your honor! Universalism is a licentious doc- 
trine. It has been considered so by all learned and 


God. But I still maintain my assertion. Universalism 
is a licentious doctrine. it leads men to think they 


This has beenthe cause of all sin. 

Reason. If this be true concerning Universalism, 
it is alsotrue concerning Orthodoxy. What wouid 
she think, were I to say, that her doctrine of election 
made mensinful? She teaches, that God elected some 
to everlasting life, and determived to save them. ‘They 
' certainly think they will be saved. 

Orthodoxy. So 1 do. But then I teach the doc- 


trine of endless misery, and exhort the elect to make 
she be good enough to inform me why she thinks it | their calling and election sure. 


is so? 


good men who have gone before us. 

Reason. Your honor, Orthodoxy seems to rely upon 
prescription for her support. I fear by her looks that | 
she is irritated. I will drop the subject then to which 
we have attended, and defend Universalism against her 
last assertion, viz. that the doctrine is licerntions. Will 





the nalural man receiveth nol the things of the spirit of 


: 
will be saved, and then they care not what they do. 
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Reason. She has now given up her favorite idea of! 


Orihodory. tis so because it flatters sinners that Jinal perseverance. But she says the doctrine of endless | 


they will never be punished for theirsins. All learned misery possesses the purifying influence. Orthodoxy 
aud good men know that. | knows that Calvin believed it, and yet he murdered 
Reason. This isa mistake. There is no truth on| Servetus. The Pope of Rome has always believed it ; 
. , . . . . | ” 
which preachers of Universalism insist more frequently | but he has established the inquisition and murdered 
and earnestly than that every sinuer will be justly and ‘thousands. And I appeal to you, honorable Judge, 
adequately punished. Is it right for Orthodoxy to say whether those who hung and banished Quakers aud 
, tt dea tal : ye te Win fee sy 4 a) oe . y . f : ‘ 
fe ge Universalists do not believe that sin will be pun- | Witches in New-England did not believe it also. Did 
ished, because they do not agree with her as to the jt make them any better. But if a hope of salvation 
Ae en . x > . . beat" : : at 
place where it will be done? [think not. It is true| makes men wicked, why did Paul say, ‘* God will 
ey do not preach a punishment too great to be in- | have all men to be saved: W hy did Jesus die to 
flictea; but does this prove that they preach none at) save the world ? Why was he so explicit in stating 
sll? TF fant * = te 4 at ot * : ; ; 
all? ‘The fact is hers is the doctrine that sin will not , that God loved the world, and that he died to commend 
be punished. {this love untous? | wili venture to state that there is 
° . 4 — - q } ° ° 
Orthodory. Your honor, | am insulted. Does the | not one among the vast multitude of spectators, behold- 
Court allow of this? 


: : ing us that would do any worse for believing that God 
The Court. We do not see that. you are insulted, 


loveshim. Parents teach their chiidren that they love 


ty, for that has said no more of you, than you said of! will not deny, your honor, that there may be some 


that. | wicked people who believe Universalism; (ior we are } 


Orthodoxy. Your honor, he cannot prove his as-| all wicked) but are they wicked because they believe 
certion. ‘it? Will it make men worse to teach them they are 
Reason. 1 said that Orthodoxy tangl.t that sin will 


'brethren?’ Abraham would have no strife with Lot, 
not be punished, I proceed to prove it. She says,| because they were brethren. (See Gen. xiii. 8.)— 
‘* all mankind by the fall lost communion with God,| Teach men that they are brethren,—that they have a 
are under his wrath and curse, and so made liable to/ Father in heaven, who loves them,—that happiness 
all the miseries of this life, death itself, and the pains | consists in doing good,—that the way to serve God is 
of hell forever.” By “ the fall” is meant Adam's | todo good to men,—that the way of the transgressor is 
transgression, so that mankind are to suffer all these | hard, and you teach them a doctrine which is not li- 
things because Adam sinned. Let me recapitulate] centious. ‘The time has come when asperity and dog- 
them. 1. A loss of communion with God. 2. The} matical censure must give place to argument ; when 
suffering of his wrath and curse. 3. All the miseries | {he human mind will burst asunder the bands that have 
of this life. 4. Death itself. 65. And the pains of hell | pound it down; whem creeds and confessions. the bane 
forever. All this for Adam’s sin, your honor. Now | of Christendom, will be rejected, and reason ond truth 
what on We raged for ert own sin? A loss of com- | he prized according to their real worth ; when the fear 
munion with God? No. Can we suffer his wrath or | of endless torment will cease to afflict men, and the 


. ? ‘4 te MH 2 ; ; 
curse ! No. an we suffer the miseries of this life ?— clergy be esteemed according to their sincerity and 
No. Death itself? No. Or the pains of hell forever? | good deeds. 


No. All these things are the punishment of Adam’s Orthodoxy. 1 rise for the last time. I will have 
sin. So that if all were.to go to Orthodoxy’s hell, both | nothing to do with a man that dare traduce the char- 
elect and reprobate, there would be but one man pun- | acter of Calvin, and the holy priesthood. I warn this 
ished for his sins. Now let us see the absurdities of | Court, if it values its eternal salvation, against giving 
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versalists insist earnestly on those poiuts of their faith, 
which have the most immediate influence upon the 
heart. Let them not be too anxious, nor too hasty,— 
the world cannot be converted in a moment. May 


jthey remember for their consolation that God hath 


said, ** wilo me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall 
swear.” 

The multitudes separated in love, and the tear of 
gratitude glistened in every eye. RicHARDs. 
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(<r In compliance with the wishes of many of our 
subscribers, we have concluded to give a short weekly 
Summary of the most important news and events. 


Late accounts from Washington County, Missouri,, 
(says the Lexington Gazette) informs that a trading 
party was forming to visit Sania Fee in Mexico, aad 
also to open a Silver Mine, that was discovered last 
Summer hizh up on the 4rkansas River. The quanti- 
ty and richness of the mineral, affords the most flatter- 
ing prospects of a very extensive manufactory of Silver 
within the limits of the United State. 

An account of a Gold Mine is also given in the Cheraw 
Intelligencer, printed at Cheraw, S. C. which states it 
to have been discovered in the county of Anson, N.C. 
two miles from Rocky River, and about 35 miles from 
that place. It is said the ore in the crude state, is 


less you ; , . worth 91 cents the penny weight, and that the workmen 
unless you allow that you have insulted the other par- them, and they do not find that it makes them wicked. | had already found Ore to the amount of $1,068. 


| 





Master Phineas Haskell, son of Abraham Haskell, 
aged 10 years, was killed at Gloucester on the 17th 
ult. by the accidental discharge ofa musket. 

An elegaut Timepiece has been erected by subscrip- 
tion in the east front of the Old State-House. This 
will be a great public convenience, and it is hoped the 
young Artists who have accomplished this’ work, will 
meet with that reward their ingenuity and industry 
merits. 





DIED, 

In Cumberland, R. I. on the morning of the 23d ult. 
Br. ASA WHEATON. It is nota year since he received 
from the General Convention of Universalists a Let- 
ter of Fellowship as a preacher of the gospel ‘+ of great 
joy which shall be to all people ;’’ but it has pleased 
the Lordof the harvest to call his laborer to rest in the 
morning ofhis day. Let not our hearts repine. 


. . . . 9 - 
He bore a distressing illness, of about six weeks du 


ration, with christian fortitude ; and, when it eventuat- 
edin a quick consumption, he resigned himself to his 
lot with a faith full of ¢mmortality. 
28th year of his age. : 

In Middleboro’, Mass. on the 15th ult. Mr. Benjam? 
Capen, aged 21 


He died in the 

















